 Infant Church Era
Lesson One

(Apostolic & Early Post-Apostolic Era)

Apostolic & Early Post-Apostolic Period (~30 to ~100 AD)
I) The infant Church era was marked by apostolic presence.
A. The apostles were those selected by Jesus to be sent by Jesus for a specific ministry (Mk 3:14, 6:30).  
Apostle comes from Greek word “apostles, and means delegate – or someone sent.

· (Luke 3:13) “And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles:”
· (Mark 6:30) Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught.
· (Acts 1:8) "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
B. The early Apostles were recognized by the early Church as having a special authority because they had been with Jesus.  When the Apostles decided to replace Judas, they selected one who had been with Jesus throughout His ministry (Acts 1:21-22).

· Acts 1:21-22"Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 "beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection."
C. The apostle is not just one who plants churches, but one who is sent by God.  The Apostles’ authority was recognized by Jesus, Example: John 20:21 - 
So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you."
D. The early Church had a distinct advantage in having the apostles.  The apostles, because they had been sent by Jesus, they could provide the Church with sound teaching.  Today, we do not have the Apostles with us, but we have some of their writings – the New Testament. 
E. The Church was built upon the teachings of the Apostles: Eph. 2:20, “…having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone,”
II ) The early Church era was marked by persecution:

1. Persecution by the Jews (Sanhedrin).  The Jewish leaders first warned Peter and John not to preach (Acts 4).  The apostles were next imprisoned (Acts 5:18), and then beaten (Acts 5:40).  Finally the first Christian was martyred (Acts 7:60).  
2. The martyrdom of Stephen opened the floodgates of persecution against the Christians.  Paul was a primary ringleader (Acts 8).  
3. The persecution brought about one very important element: it scattered the believers – who took the gospel with them.
4. In AD 50, the Jews were expelled from Rome by Claudius (Acts 18:2).  A Roman historian reported this was because of “Chrestus.”   Many scholars believe this may have been Christus – Christ.  However, this does not represent Roman persecution.  They were only trying to keep peace.
III ) The early Church era was marked by what seemed to be an effort to centralize the Church.

1. James (the Lord’s brother – not John’s brother) seems to take a primary lead role.

2. Peter, when released from prison (Acts 12:17), tells Rhoda to alert James and the others of his release.  
3. When Peter was in Antioch, and some believers “from James” came to visit (Gal. 2:12), it becomes obvious that Peter is concerned not to offend them.

4. At the first Church Council in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13), James articulates for the apostles after all hear the arguments.
5. When Paul and Luke go to Jerusalem, Luke mentions that they visited “James and all the elders.” Acts 19:18

6. When writing of the resurrection to the Corinthians, Paul described out Jesus appeared to “James then all the apostles.”  1Cor. 15:7

7. But Paul stood up to Peter in Antioch, and seemingly was unafraid of those who “came from James” (Gal. 2:14ff).  Though Paul respected James, it does not seem that he saw him as setting precedent for the Church.

8. Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD.  This seemingly ended any possible effort to centralize the Church in Jerusalem, or with James.

IV ) The early Church era is closed with the death of the apostles.

· James of Zebedee – James’ death is recorded in Acts 12:2 (John’s brother)
· Philip – Reportedly he ministered in Upper Asia, and was martyred in Phrygia in 54 AD by crucifixion.  Tradition says he preached from the cross.
· Matthew (Levi) – Was reportedly martyred in Ethiopia in 60 AD, with a battle axe.
· James son of Alphaeus (James the Less) – The brother of Jesus, called an apostle by Paul (Gal. 1:19).  Was reportedly beaten and stoned by Jews, and according to Fox’s Book of Martyrs “had his brains dashed out with a fuller’s club.”
· Matthias – He replaced Judas (Acts 1).  Reportedly he was stoned at Jerusalem and beheaded.
· Andrew – Peter’s brother.  He reportedly went to Asia Minor, and was crucified in Edessa on a cross transversely fixed to the ground (St Andrew’s Cross).
· Mark – Supposedly converted to Christianity by Peter, and served as Peter’s amanuensis (secretary).  Was reportedly killed in Alexandria when he was dragged to pieces (~AD 67).
· Peter – Most likely died during Nero’s persecution in 67-68 AD.  Tradition tells that he was fleeing Rome when he had a vision of Jesus going into the city.  He asked Jesus where He was going.  Jesus responded, “I am come again to be crucified.”  Peter took this to mean he was to return to the city.  Tradition says that he was crucified upside down as he was unworthy to die in the same manner as Jesus.
· Paul – Most likely was killed during Nero’s persecution in 67-68 AD.  Was believed to have died by beheading  because he was a Roman citizen.
· Jude (Judas)– The brother of James, possibly called Thaddeus.  Tradition tells he was crucified in Edessa in 72 AD.
· Bartholomew (Nathaniel?)– Believed to have evangelized in several countries, but finally went to India where he was beaten and crucified.
· Thomas Didymus – Traditionally believed to have preached in India where he was thrust through with a spear by a pagan priest.
· Luke – Most certainly traveled with Paul.  Was believed to have been hanged to death on an olive tree in Greece by idolatrous priests.
· Simon – Surnamed the Zealot (Luke 6:15).  Tradition tells he preached in Africa and perhaps Britain, where he was crucified in 74 AD.
· John of Zebedee – Tertullian writes that the “Apostle John was first plunged, unhurt, into boiling oil” and then banished to the island Patmos.  Tradition indicates he died in Ephesus.
· Barnabas – Set apart by the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:2) to travel with Paul, he was called an apostle by Luke (Acts 14:14).  Tradition holds that he was stoned to death by the Jews in Cyprus around 73 AD.
Post-Apostolic Church Era

I ) The next stage of Church development: The Post-Apostolic Church (100-325 AD)
A. From the death of the Apostles (~100 AD - ~ 200 AD), we do not have a lot of information on Church history.  What we do have is the writings of some Church leaders – or Fathers.  These writings give us a glimpse into early Church history.  They also give us a glimpse into what the church was facing, and what it was doing.
It is like the Church went into a tunnel, and for a period of time we know little about it.  When it emerged from the tunnel, we find what appears to be some marked differences.  Did something happen “in the tunnel” that we know little about?
B. There were some changes during this period that we do not know a lot about, but that the early Church writers provided for us.  For example: The early church did not have much ritual, and seemed to be simply followers of Jesus.  By the time of the fourth century, the church was starting to develop some rituals and leadership that was not evident earlier.  By the fourth century, 
· The church seemed to see Rome as its capital, with Bishops ruling certain geographical areas.  The early church did not seem to recognize that.

· Infants were baptized wherein the early church there is no mention of that.  
· The church also began to see water baptism as something that erased one’s sins – while the early church seemed to see repentance as doing that.  
· Virginity and martyrdom were also seen as a way to be forgiven of sin – which was not evident in the early church.

C. Throughout all of this we will see that God continued to preserve His true Church.  Sometimes they were in the institutional church, sometimes they were not.

II ) Major Themes of the Early Post-Apostolic Church Era
A. Era is marked by organized persecution of the Church.  
· The foremost reason that persecution arose is because of the wrath of the devil.   See Rev 12:17 “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
· The first persecutors of the Church were the Jews.  We read of their persecution in Acts (see Paul - Acts 9, Acts 13:50, Acts 14:19).  This persecution caused the dispersion of Christians (Acts 11:19).
· The Romans had little interest in the Christians initially.  They saw them as just another sect of Judaism, like Pharisees, Sadducees – the Nazarenes (Acts 24:5).  The Jews attempted to get the Romans interested, but they would not listen (Acts 18:12-16).
· Claudius banished Jews from Rome 50 AD (Acts 18:2) [they couldn’t differ between Christians and Jews]
· When the Romans conquered a people, they permitted them to worship on their own as long as that worship did not interfere with Roman policy.  At first they saw Christians as simply a sect of Judaism.
· Rome eventually became interested in the Christians.  This was foremost because early Christians would not attend theater and sporting games, where incense was burned to idols, and games were held in the nude.  Therefore, they were seen as being unpatriotic and anti-Roman.  Also, the idol trade was greatly affected by Christians.
· There were early rumors that Christians were involved in terrible things, such as committing incest, cannibalism, and atheism.
· Nero (64-68 AD) was the first Roman Emperor who began a more systematic persecution of Christians.  We do not have much information about this persecution.  However, most historians believe that when Rome began to burn that the people began to blame Nero.  Nero reacted by blaming the Christians whose sect of the city was damaged the least.  Peter and Paul were believed to have been martyred during this time.  Some believe Revelation was written around this time.  
· Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD by Titus
· Domitian (81-96) was next emperor who persecuted Christians.  Many feel John’s Revelation was written during this time.
· Imperial Roman persecution ranged during Adolescent Era. The following marked the “don’t ask, don’t tell” time frame.
a. Domitian (reigned 81 - 96)
b. Trajan (reigned 98-117) see Pliney the Younger (Ignatius martyred) 
c. Hadrian (reigned 117-138)
d. Antoninus Pius (reigned 138-161) Polycarp martyred
· More severe and deliberate persecution:
a. Marcus Aurelius (reigned 161-180) (Justin martyred)

b. Severus (reigned 193-211) restricted persecution to Egypt and North Africa

c. Maximinus (reigned 235-238) attacked Christian leaders only in certain areas

· Empire wide persecution

a. Decius (reigned 249-251) enforced state religion for political stability

b. Valerian (reigned 253-260) at first Christian-friendly, but changed attitude and martyred many Christians

c. Diocletian (reigned 284-305) imprisoned clergy and destroyed places of worship and sacred books

B. Era is marked by rise of Church Fathers.  This term can sometimes be used to refer to specific men, but is generally used to describe a group of early writings.  In this era we will examine the “Apostolic Church Fathers” or “Ante-Nicene Church Fathers”
1) 1st Clement (written c. 95-96) Believed to be penned by Clement of Rome (2nd Clement possibly written 100 years later – not by same author).  
· The author might be the Clement that Paul cites in Phil. 4:3

· Considered by the RC Church to be about the third Bishop of Rome

· The  work received near-canonical status until near end of 2nd century

· Written from Rome to church in Corinth about unity.  Clement stressed that the bishop be “chief,” and that the elders and deacons report to the bishop.  He desired that the church be submitted to this leadership hierarchy

· This suggests a “mono-episcopal” type of church leadership

· Instead of appealing to submission to leaders to address unity, why note submit to Christ and allow some disunity?

· My  observation: the closer one gets to the Spirit of Christ the more tolerant they become (2 Cor. 3:17 – “where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty”)

2) Epistle of Barnabas (written ~70 – 130)

· Written in Alexandria by an author who might or might not be Paul’s associate

· It has a strong anti-Jewish tone, almost disconnecting Christianity from its Jewish roots

3) Shepherd of Hermas (written ~90-150)
· Hermas was a slave in Rome, though he may have been Jewish

· He was set free by his mistress, Rhoda.  He later married and became well to do.

· During persecution he lost his property and was denounced by his children

· He and his family later did “penance” to pay for their sins.  The book deals with the question of repentance from sins after baptism

· The book contains 5 visions, 12 mandates and 10 parables – all of which claim to be inspired

· The early church accepted the book as Scripture

Well, sir," I said, "they [his family] have repented with their whole heart." "I know, too," he answered, "that they have repented with their whole heart: do you think, however, that the sins of those who repent are remitted?(5) Not altogether, but he who repents must torture his own soul, and be exceedingly humble in all his conduct, and be afflicted with many kinds of affliction; and if he endure the afflictions that come upon him, He who created all things, and endued them with power, will assuredly have compassion, and will heal him; and this will He do when He sees the heart of every penitent pure from every evil thing:(1) and it is profitable for you and for your house to suffer affliction now. Book 3, Chapter 5
4) Didache (written late 90s or early  100s)

· Didache means “teaching” and is known as the “Teaching of the Twelve Apostles”

· Was known only by quotes from other writings until discovered in 1873

· It was an early manual for the church.  It dealt with ethics, baptism, fasting, communion, and Christ’s Second Coming.

· Was considered part of the NT by some churches 

CHAP. VII.--CONCERNING BAPTISM.

<1> And concerning baptism,(15) thus baptize ye:(16) Having first said all these things, baptize into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,(17) in living water.(18) <2> But if thou have not living water, baptize into other water; and if thou canst not in cold, in warm. <3> But if thou have not either, pour out water thrice(19) upon the head into the name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit. <4> But before the baptism let the baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whatever others can; but thou shalt order the baptized to fast one or two days before.(20)

5) Epistles of Ignatius of Antioch (died 110)

· Was believed to be a disciple of John

· Was arrested and sent to Rome for execution

· En route to martyrdom he wrote seven letters to various churches.  These letters give us a glimpse of the state of the Church during this era

· Like Clement, Ignatius was concerned with disunity among believers

· To remedy disunity he directed that no wedding, baptism or communion should be done without the presence of a bishop
· Why didn’t he just address disunity as Paul did in 1 Cor 8, and Rom 14?

6) Polycarp’s Epistle to Philippians (died 155 or 156)

· Was also believed to be a disciple of John

· More famous than his epistle is his martyrdom.
· He was the bishop in Smyrna.  As Christians were being killed spectators converted.  This angered the crowd so they began to call for Polycarp

· Polycarp fled but was discovered.  Instead of running he decided to wait for the soldiers because of a dream he had of his bed in flames

· When the soliders came he fed them and asked to pray.  It is said that he prayed so fervently for an hour that they regretted coming for him

· They didn’t want to kill him so they asked him to say “away with the atheists”  In stead he said, “Eighty and six years have I served him, and he never once wronged me; how then shall I blaspheme my King, who hast saved me?”
· He refused being tied to the stake (some tradition says he was tied)  The fire wouldn’t kill him so he was speared.  His blood put out the flames and his body was carried off by the Christians
7) Papias (wrote around 125)
· None of his writings survive today.  Eusebius had them in his day and quoted from them

· Most of what we know about the Gospels is from Papias

· He is thought to have known Polycarp

· Papias apparently talked with many people to learn the origins of the Gospels
· He told us that Mark’s Gospel is really the memoirs of Peter
· He also said that Matthew wrote down the sayings of Jesus in Hebrew (probably Aramaic) 

· Papias was pre-millennial

C. Era is marked by rise of Christian Apologists (those who argued the faith against pagans and emperors)
1) Justin Martyr (b.100- d.163)

· Born in Samaria, but a Gentile. 
· Converted by an old Christian man, after having become disillusioned with the study of pagan philosophy, Justin became a Christian philosopher. 
· Wrote defenses of Christianity to the emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius, and a dialogue with a Jew named Trypho. 
· Engaged in public debate with a pagan philosopher In Rome, named Crescens, and was martyred by Marcus Aurelius shortly thereafter.
· Is somewhat accused of blending Greek philosophy with Christianity in his defenses
2) Tatian (wrote 150-160, d. 185)

· A native of Assyria, Tatian was one of Justin's converts (and students) in Rome. 
· Wrote the first harmony of the gospels, called Diatessaron.  
· Tatian had a brilliant mind and wrote to the Greeks, turning their arguments against Christianity (saying it was barbaric) against them.  
· After Justin's death, went to Syria and founded an extremely ascetic group called the Encratites.
Incidentally, Tatian is an early church father who quoted from the last 12 verses of Mark – which are in dispute by many modern scholars: SECTION LV, 55: 1-10
3) Tertullian (b. 160-d. 220)

· Tertullian is believed by many to have been a lawyer before conversion.  He had a brilliant legal mind and brought it to bear upon the injustices set against the church.  
· He coined the phrase, “the blood of the martyrs is seed.”  
· “Nor does your cruelty, however exquisite, avail you; it is rather a temptation to us. The oftener we are mown down by you, the more in number we grow; the blood of Christians is seed”

· He argued that Christians should not be persecuted because they were loyal citizens.  
· He is often credited with introducing the idea of apostolic succession.  He believed in episcopal authority.  
· He became a montanist around 207 AD.  Justo Gonzalez writes, “Tertullian became the scourge of heretics and the champion of orthodoxy.  Yet, around 207 AD, that stanch enemy of heresy, that untiring advocate of the authority of the church, joined the Montanist movement.”
D. Era is marked by rise of heresies
1) Ebionites (Judiazers – the earliest heresy)

· The name means “the poor ones” in Hebrew

· Origin of the group is uncertain.  They may have began with the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD, and disappeared by fifth century
· A continuation of the Judaizing heresy against which Galatians was written. 
· some Ebionites had orthodox views on salvation, but interpreted the duty of Christian living in terms of obedience to Old Testament law. 
· Others denied the virgin birth,  the deity of Christ, and the atoning work of His sufferings, in an attempt to maintain a true monotheism. Emphasis on circumcision and sabbath-keeping. Venerated Peter, but rejected Paul and his writings.
· Justin Martyr may have dealt with this in Dialogue with Trypho
2) Gnosticism

· This heresy existed in germ form in the days of Paul and of John, both of who wrote to resist it (See 1 John 1:1)
· It became a great threat to orthodoxy in the second century. Gnosticism (like the New Age Movement today) was a mixture of Judaism, Christianity, Greek philosophy, and oriental mysticism (but mostly the latter two).  

· The basic teachings were as follows:

· Matter is evil and spirit is good. 
· Therefore, God, being spirit and good, could not have directly created the world, which is physical and evil. 
· Instead, a series of emanations from God, being progressively more evil, ended with the Demiurge, an evil God (Identified with Jehovah of the Old Testament), who created the world.

· The good God, out of pity for man, sent his highest emanation, Christ, as an emissary of light to dispel man's spiritual darkness.  Christ was either a non-physical phantom being (Docetlsm), or else a spiritual essence or aeon, that occupied the body of Jesus from the time of his baptism until his death (Valentinlanlsm).  

· For True Gnostics (believed to be few), salvation is attained through knowledge (gnosis) of the good God. This is enhanced by Initiation Into mystical rites, including baptism and marriage to Christ. For ordinary people, salvation was available through faith and good works.

· Since the body was physical (thus evil), It was either to be punished through extreme asceticism, or else indulged in unrestrained fashion, because it could not be reformed. At death, the soul is freed from the prison of the body and becomes part of the Pleroma (or world-soul).

3) Marcionism

· Marcion was son of a bishop In Pontus, and was excommunicated by his father for immorality. He developed his own Gnostic system of theology in which the Old Testament is rejected and Christianity is simply a religion of love. 
· The demiurge, or god of the O.T. is viewed as different from the God that Jesus came to reveal. He taught a Docetic view of Christ and that the death of Christ was not the work of the God of love but of the demiurge. 
· Marcion established small communities that practiced strict asceticism. Believing that only Paul fully understood the gospel, Marcion formed his own canon which accepted only ten epistles of Paul (rejecting the Pastorals) and an edited version of Luke's Gospel. 
· It was largely due to his teaching that the orthodox church began to define the true canon of the New Testament. 
· By the third century, most Marcionite communities had been absorbed Into Manichaeism (see below).

4) Montanism

· Arose around 156, in Phrygia (central Asia Minor), named after Montanus, a newly-converted pagan priest, who claimed to be the Paraclete promised by Jesus. 
· Montanism was a reaction against institutionalism, formalism and worldliness in the church, desiring to return to the church's earlier spiritual emphasis. 
· North African Montanism adopted strict asceticism emphasizing fasting, celibacy, strict moral discipline, while Asian Montanism was more of a charismatic movement, proclaiming a new era of prophetic activity for the church, heralding the imminent coming of the New Jerusalem and the Millennium. Martyrdom was encouraged and believed to have sin-atoning power.

· A series of synods in Asia Minor and a bishop of Rome condemned Montanism, although Tertullian joined the Montanists in his later years.

5) Monarchianism

· Arising in Asia Minor, this doctrine taught the "oneness of God" against the trinitarian concept. 
· Some Monarchians (like the later Socinians and Unitarians) taught that only the Father possesses true personality, while the Son and the Spirit are impersonal attributes of the godhead. Known as Adoptionism, this view held that Jesus was a mere man upon whom only the power or Influence of the father rested. It was taught by Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch, who was condemned and deposed for heresy in 265.

· Other Monarchians (called Sabellius, Noetus and Praxeaus) believed in modalism, meaning that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were merely modes of expression or activity of God. This was also called Patripassionism, suggesting that the Father suffered as the Son. The rise of Monarchianism occasioned much debate that helped to define the trinitarian position.

E. Era is marked by the rise of Polemicists (those who defended the faith against heresies)
· Irenaeus(b.~130 )
· Irenaeus was a disciple of Polycarp.  
· He is described as having a pastor’s heart, and was not interested in deep theological matters.  Instead, he wanted to lead his people in the Christian life.  
· He wanted to warn his people in Lyons (southern France) against heresies.  Only two works survive: “Demonstation of Apostolic Faith” and “Refutation of the So-called Gnosis” a.k.a. “Against Heresies.”  

· Irenaeus’ writings contributed to the authority of the monarchial bishop and to reverence for church tradition as an authority in teaching.  
· His writings also contributed to the rise of the NT. 
· Hippolytus

· The most important 3rd-century theologian, 
· his Apostolic Tradition provides a picture of Roman church order and worship around the year 200. 
· Hippolytus attacked Gnostism and other errors in Refutation of All Heresies. Criticized the dominant party In the Roman church for laxity of discipline and doctrinal unsoundness.

· He opposed forgiving those guilty of serious sins committed after baptism. His commentary on Daniel and Song of Solomon are the most ancient Bible commentaries that have survived to this day.

· Cyprian

· Cyprian was converted around age 40, and soon after became Bishop of Carthage.  His favorite theologian was Tertullian..  
· He condemned Novatian because he denied that the church had the power to grant absolution for sins to those who had lapsed during times of persecution. 
· Cyprian laid the foundation for the development of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. He supported the college of bishops (the episcopate) as the authority in the church universal. 
· He taught that the bishops answer only to God and that criticism of a bishop was rebellion against God. 
· He recognized the preeminence of Rome and described the Roman bishop as the "first among equals."

F. Era is marked by the rise of the canon (Bible), creeds & apostolic succession.   
1) The Formation of the canon (Bible).

· The word canon means measuring rod.  May have come from the word for “cane” which was used to measure.

· The first need for a canon of scripture was precipitated by the appearance of false canons – namely Marcion’s canon.

· The need was also precipitated by the rise of many “revelations” of the Montanist movement.  These prophetic messages needed to be “compared” to something.
· The need for a canon was also because people needed to know which books were worth dying for.

· The early tests for canonicity were: was it inspirational? Did it have apostolic authority?  Did it provide standards agreeable with other apostolic writings?  Was it widely accepted?
· The earliest marks of a canon were provided by Clement of Rome near end of 1st century.

· Muratorian canon (200) drawn up in Rome included named for an 18th Century scholar who identified the canon: four gospels, Acts, 13 Pauline Epistles, Revelation, James, Jude, 1,2 or 3 John.  It disputed: Epistles of Peter, Hebrews, possibly one of John’s epistles

· Origen’s canon (Alexandria 250): included: four gospels, Acts, 13 Pauline Epistles, Revelation, 1 John, 1 Peter.  Disputed: Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2&3 John, Jude.

· Eusebius’ canon: (c. 300) included: four gospels, Acts, 13 Pauline Epistles, 1 John, 1 Peter, Revelation (though authorship was of doubt).  Disputed: James, 2 Peter, 2&3 John, Jude
· It is clear that the four gospels attained earliest recognition.  The early church recognized the differences and apparently saw the need to keep all four. This seems in response to the Marcionist who believed the secret was given to only one writer.

· Acts and 13 Pauline Epistles were secondly recognized
· The Third Council of Carthage decided upon the 27 present canonical books (397 AD).

· Books held in suspect:

a. Hebrews: anonymous book – accepted in eastern Churches as Pauline

b. James & Jude: authors called themselves “servants of God” not apostles

c. 2 Peter: significant difference in Greek style from 1 Peter which was accepted

d. 2 & 3 John: author identified himself as “the elder” not an apostle

e. Revelation: authorship was disputed

· Those who decided on the final canon were not above reproach or infallible.  However, they were in a much better position than us to judge the authenticity of the books.  The care that was taken in deciding upon the books is evidence that the matter was not taken lightly.  
2) The formation of creeds

· The “Apostles Creed” developed in Rome around 150 AD.  It was originally called “symbol of faith.”  Symbol meant “recognition.”  Those who could not affirm the creed were either Gnostics, Marcionites, or pagans.  
· The creed clearly was a statement against gnosticism.  
· Trinitarian understanding begins to take form in the creed (this will challenged in early fourth century [around 300 AD] with the rise of the Arian dispute (from Arius).  Some 300 bishops gathered and the request of Constantine in Nicea.
· What eventually developed was the idea that those who “lost” the debates at these Ecumenical Councils were heretics.  Those who won were orthodox.  
· The Nicene creed ends with these words (now omitted): But those who say that there was when He was not, and that before being begotten He was not, or that He came from that which is not, or that the Son of God is of a different substance or essence, or that He is created, or mutable, these the catholic church anathematizes.  Anathema – cursed to lowest hell.
3) Apostolic succession

· The Gnostics held that Jesus’ teaching was true, and that it was passed down to them through a line of secret teachers.  Marcion believed that an edited version of Luke and Paul passed it down.
· The Church countered with the argument that they [the church] had the teachings, and that the teachings were passed down to them.
· The idea of apostolic succession began to be formed as a way to combat heresy.
· Churches that could not claim apostolic succession were still valid churches.  However, at a later date only the bishops of apostolic succession could ordain church leaders.  This created a primacy of churches of sort.
· The term “catholic church” was used at this time by the church to describe itself.  Meaning “ universal” or “according to the whole” – meaning according the total witness of all the apostles.  
Discussion Questions
1) Who were the first persecutors of the Church?

2) Who was the first apostle to be martyred?

3) Who became the next persecutor of the Church?

4) Are there any creeds in the Bible?
5) What benefits do you see in creeds?  Are there any negatives implications to creeds?

6) Is the canon (the Bible) closed?  In other words, can more books be added to it?

7) At what point does one’s theology make him a non-believer?

8) How should we treat those who hold a different theology that ours?
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