Church History
Lesson Two – The Imperial Church Era (325 AD – 600 AD)

I. Pre-Era Movements & Schools of Thoughts
A. Monasticism

1. Anthony (b. 261 – d. 365)
2. Pachomius (b. 292 – d. 348)
3. Benedict (b.480 – d. 547)

B. Alexandrian Teachers & the Allegorical Approach
1. Allegorical Approach

2. Clement of Alexandria (b.150-d. 215)

3. Origen of Alexandria (b. 184-d. 254)

C. Western Theologians

1. Jerome (b.345 – d. 420)

2. Ambrose (b.374 – d. 397)

3. Augustine of Hippo (b. 354 – d. 430)

D. Eastern Theologians

1. Grammatical-Historical Approach

2. Basil the Great (b. 330 – d. 379)

3. Gregory of Nyssa

II. The Imperial Church Era

A. Events Leading to the Imperial Church Era

B. The Conversion of Constantine
Diocletian’s Retirement Arrangements

	West 
	East 

	Augustus
	Caesar
	Augustus
	Caesar

	Maximian
	Constantius
	Diocletian
	Galerius


After Diocletian’s Retirement (305 AD)

	West 
	East

	Augustus
	Caesar
	Augustus
	Caesar

	Constantius
	Severus
	Galerius
	Maximinus


After Constantius’ death

	West
	East

	Constantine
	Maxentius
	Licinius
	Galerius
	Maximinus


C. The Imperial Church

III. Discussion Questions
· What makes one “spiritual?”  Does the monastic possess a greater spirituality than the non-monastic?  Does the way we dress, the foods we eat, the things we avoid make us more or less spiritual?  

· Are there allegories in the Bible – passages that have a literal and a spiritual meaning?  Do all of the Bible passages have this kind of understanding?

· How important is doctrinal truth?  How much can one be wrong and still be a Christian?

· What would happen to our churches if the government began to persecute the church?

· What would happen if the government began to favor Christianity – offering rewards for becoming Christian?
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