Church History
Lesson Two – The Imperial Church Era (325 AD – 600 AD)

I. Pre-Era Movements & Schools of Thought
A. Monasticism

1. The word “monk” or “monastic” come from a Greek word meaning solitary.  Some Christians felt compelled to live out the Christian experience by living alone in desert places.  The word “hermit” comes from Greek for “desert.”  These monks would soon become the next generation of heroes.
2. Anthony (b. ~261-~d. 365) is believed to be the father of the monastic movement.  According to Athanasius he read the story of the rich young ruler and felt compelled to sell his belonging and move to the desert – where he taught be someone who was already living the life.  Reportedly, he was constantly harassed by demons and by people who sought him out.
3. Pachomius: (b. ~292 – d. 348): began to organize monastaries.  A cenobitic monk is one who lives in community rather than alone.  Pachomius established one rule: complete obedience to the leader.  He also required extreme asceticism.  
4. Benedict: (b.480 – c. 547): At age 20 went to live as a hermit in a cave.  His extreme asceticism drew fame to him and he gathered some disciples. 
· He founded a monastery in Cassino, Italy
· Unlike Pachomius, he allowed two cooked meals per day and a little wine, a bed and a pillow.  
· His followers met eight times each day for prayer and study
· They became excellent copiests
· His ideas became known as Benedicts Rule
B. Alexandrian Teachers and the Allegorical Approach: started by Pantaenus (b. 286).  Very little is known about him.  This school emphasized an allegorical approach to understanding scripture.
1. Allegorical Approach: An allegory is a story that can be understood on two levels: the literal and the underlying symbolic level.  Gal 4:21-31 is an example of an allegory used by Paul.  Each part of the story will have a corresponding meaning.
2. Clement of Alexandria(b.150-d.215): 
· was taught by Pantaenus.  
· He introduced the allegorical approach to understanding scripture.  This was probably influenced by Gnosticism
· He introduced the doctrine of purgatory – where a person goes to suffer for sins not atoned by Christ before they go to heaven.
3. Origen of Alexandria (b.184-d.254): 
· ran the school from 202-232.  
· His father was a martry  and he would have been one if not for his mother.  
· He lived a simple life and was self-castrated
· He is called the “first great theologian.  He was incredible thinker.  
· He fully developed the allegorical approach: that is, to prevent casting pearls before swine God embedded a deeper, hidden meaning to scripture.  He was imprisoned and tortured under Decius, and died three years later from his injuries.
C. Western Theologians: This school was founded in Rome, and focused on the authority of the Church.  These teachers emphasized the authority of tradition, which the Roman Catholic Church would later embrace.  They somewhat embraced the allegorical approach.
1. Jerome (345-420): One of the greatest Western Theologians
· Baptized at age 19 he studied in Rome and excelled at language
· He encouraged celibacy and asceticism
· To deal with sexual urges he threw himself into his studies and translated the Bible into Latin (Vulgate), and wrote commentaries for nearly every book of the Bible.  
· If he didn’t understand a passage he generally used the allegorical approach to interpret it
· Updated Eusebius’ history of the church by filling in from 325 - 378
2. Ambrose (374-397): known was the father of hymnody
· Wrote extensive Bible commentaries
· Introduced to the Western church the signing of the Psalms and chanting
· It is said that when the empress Justina tried to arrest him that the soilders came and found the church signing.  They were so impressed that they joined in and didn’t arrest him.
· Greatest contributaion to the Church was the conversion of Augustine of Hippo
3. Augustine of Hippo (354 -430) probably the most influential Christian writer of all time – even over Paul!
· Was raised by a Christian mother but lived an early sinful life
· He was a Greek philosopher who didn’t check in all of his baggage when he became a Christian
· He is popular among Roman Catholics because of his emphasis on Church Authority, Tradition, and Creeds.  He is popular among Protestants because of his emphasis on salvation and God’s sovereignty
· He came to light when he began a series of debates with Pelagius
· Pelagius taught that man is not influenced by sin, and that he does not need help from God to become a Christian.  He also taught that God does not know the future.
· Augustine reacted by bringing to the stage what is now known as Calvinism
· Augustine accepted infant baptism (didn’t invent it) and the Apocryphal Books that RC Church uses today
· He began a monastic community
D. Eastern Theologians: This school of thought arose in the Eastern Roman Empire.  These teachers emphasized a more literal understanding of scripture.  This is known as the “grammatical-historical” approach.  Some of these teachers were condemned by the Western Theologians – though these eastern teachers did not altogether condemn the western ones.
1. Grammatical-Historical Approach: might be translated as the “literal” interpretation – it takes into consideration the normal grammar and historical setting of the passage.

2. Basil The Great (330-379):  He was a bishop in modern-day Turkey.  He was a brilliant monk who was called upon to defend the Church against the rise of Arianism. 

3. Gregory of Nyssa( 332-398): Brother of Basil the Great, considered one of the founders of the Eastern Orthodox Church.  He was the champion of orthodoxy  at the Council of Constantinople in 381 AD.  Like his brother he attempted to show Christian philosophy as greater than Greek philosophy.  His great contribution was defining what we believe about  the Trinity.
II. The Imperial Church Era

A. Events Leading to the Imperial Church Era

1. For about 43 years after the persecution under Decius (249-251) and Valerian (253-260), the Church had a respite from persecution.  

2. During this respite it is likely that some places of worship were built – probably not at all like today’s churches.  They were likely small, and privately owned.

3. Under Diocletian – near the end of his reign – vicious persecution began again.  He ordered the arrest of bishops, and the destruction of sacred books and places of worship around 303.  This lasted about two years.  

4. The heroism of these church martyrs really began to affect Roman citizens.  They began to be repulsed by the bloodshed, and they criticized the government.  Some actually began hiding Christians.  

5. Diocletian established a new form of Roman government before his retirement. He did this because Rome was always split when there was a ruling vacancy.  He also recognized that the empire was too large to adequately rule for one man.

6. Diocletian divided the Roman empire into two districts – not two empires as it would later become.

7. He set up an Augustus and a Caesar in both the east and west.

B. The Conversion of Constantine

Diocletian’s Retirement Arrangements

	West 
	East 

	Augustus
	Caesar
	Augustus
	Caesar

	Maximian
	Constantius
	Diocletian
	Galerius


After Diocletian’s Retirement (305 AD)

	West 
	East

	Augustus
	Caesar
	Augustus
	Caesar

	Constantius
	Severus
	Galerius
	Maximinus


After Constantius’ death
	West
	East

	Constantine
	Maxentius
	Licinius
	Galerius
	Maximinus


· Constantius’ son, Flavius Valerius Constantinus (Constantine) was declared Augustus by his followers upon Constantius’ death.  He was popular with the soliders, and was situated in Gaul (France).
· This was over Sverus ,who should have taken his place.

· Galerius (in the east) was too far away to handle this breech of etiquette.

· Maximian’s son, Maxentius, killed Severus, and demanded to be recognized as the new leader in Rome.  The people of Rome declared Maxentius emperor of the west.
· Galerius (in the east) did not recognize Maxentius, and appointed Licinius to take the place of Severus.

· Maximian came out of retirement to recapture his former title for his son.
· In 312 Contstantine marched against Maxentius in Rome from Gaul.

· Just before the battle Constantine declared that he had a vision of a flaming Christian cross with the words “in this sign conquer.”  He said that he had a dream of putting the chi-rho on all the shields.  X with a P in it.  They represent the first two letters of Christ.

· Constantine baptized his entire army, but he himself was not baptized, and he did not immediately join the church.
· Maxentius did not remain in Rome (a probable mistake) but came out to meet Constantine. They found the battle of the Mulvian Bridge.  Maxentius was killed and thrown into the Tiber River.

· Maximian was given the option of suicide.
· Constantine became the undisputed ruler of the west (Rome).
· Licinius, through a series of campaigns, had become the eastern Augustus.  At first Constantine and Licinus were on friendly terms.  They got together and formed the “Edict of Mlian” which granted tolerance to Christians.

· Later, Licinus went back on this edict and persecuted Christians in the east.
· Constantine later moved the capital of the west to Byzantium, and renamed it Constantinople.

· Through a series of wars, Constantine fought and defeated Licinus.  Without rivals, Constantine became ruler of the entire Roman Empire (324 AD).  

· That brought to an end government sponsored persecution for Christians.

· This even cannot be over-emphasized: Christians had for centuries had known only persecution.  All emperors had been by definition pagan.  Now, they had not only rest from persecution, but they began to be favored.

· 90 years later, Emporer Theodosius made Christianity official, and began persecuting pagans.
C. The Imperial Church

Some historians state that Christ conquered Rome, others said that Rome conquered Christ.  You decide.

Some changes made by Constantine (some consider to be positive):

· Confiscated church property was returned

· Places of worship destroyed by Diocletian were rebuilt

· Needy congregations received funds

· Church property became tax exempt

· Clergy were given exempt status from military

· At his mother’s request (Queen Helena) Constantine built the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem (where Jesus was supposedly buried) Both still stand today.

· In 325 he called for the Council of Nicea to settle Arian controversy (a divided church meant a divided empire)

· Later, he revoked religious liberty for heretical sects and destroyed their gathering places

Enduring legacy of the conversion:

· Constantine allowed pagan practices, and mixed them with his understanding of Christianity, e.g. He declared the first day of the week (a day that was a pagan holiday) a holiday for everyone, calling it Sunday, and the festival of the sun (Dec. 25) became Christmas

· Bishops were made civil judges in their dioceses, and their political power was strengthened

· Made Christianity fashionable among pagans

· Blurred distinction between Christianity and paganism

· Blurred distinction between Church and State – orthodoxy became defended by the state

· Many see God’s sanction of warfare

· Churches are often full of people who are not converted
III. Discussion Questions:
1. What makes one “spiritual?”  Does the monastic person have a greater hold spirituality than the non-monastic?  Does the way we dress, the foods we eat, the things we avoid make us more or less spiritual?  

2. Are there allegories in the Bible – passages that have a literal and a spiritual meaning?  Do all of the Bible passages have this kind of understanding?

3. How important is doctrinal truth?  How much can one be wrong and still be a Christian?

4. What would happen to our churches if the government began to persecute the church?

5. What would happen if the government began to favor Christianity – offering rewards for becoming Christian?
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