Church History
Lesson 3 – The Roman Church Era (325 AD – 1400 AD)

I. Major Events of the Roman Church Era – The Middle Ages
1. The Rise of the Papacy: 
a) The Rise of the Bishop

b) Rome joined the Church

c) Historical factors

d) Leo the Great (served 440-461)
e) Bishop Gelasius (served 492-d. 496)

f) Pope Gregory the Great (b. 540-d. 604)
2. The Rise of Islam

a) Mohammed (570-632)

3. The Dark Ages

a) Feudalism
b) The Rule of the Harlots (880? – 964?)
4. The Split of the East/West Church (1054 AD)

5. The Crusades (1095-1270)  
a) First Crusade (1095-1099)
b) Second Crusade (1147-1149)
c) Third Crusade (1187-1192)
d) Additional Crusades
6. The Inquisitions (1184 – 1230)
7. The Renaissance

II. Where is the Church?
1. Cult-like Reformers?

a) Paulicians, Bogomills, Cathers (Albigenses)
2. Catholic Reformers

a) Monastic Reformers

b) Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498)
c) Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536)
3. Protestant forerunners

a) The Waldensians

b) John Wycliffe (1330-1384)
c) John Huss

III. Discussion Questions

1. Do you ever feel that the Church sometimes mimicks the world?  If so, how?  Is this wrong?
2. How should the Church handle those with whom it has doctrinal disagreements?

3. What steps should a church take if its leader(s) are found to be living an immoral life?  Do they forfeit the privilege of leading?

4. What does it mean that a Church leader is a servant? (Mark 9:35)
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