Church History 

Lesson Four – The Reformation

I. Four Factors Leading to the Reformation

1. Political Instability of Europe

· Europe was no longer a united country

· It was becoming very decentralized

· Nationalism was on the rise – people began to think of themselves as English, French, Italian, rather than Roman

· The Holy Roman Empire (largely German) was now broken up in smaller states with partial allegiance to the Empire

· Charles V was elected Holy Roman Emperor in 1519.  France made an alliance with the Otterman Turks to put pressure on the Emperor.  Although Charles V was a loyal Roman Catholic, he was not as able to help the pope who condemned Luther – because he needed the support of the German princes.  One particular prince was Fredrick of Saxony (Fredrick the Wise)
2. Independent Thinking across Europe

· The Renaissance created the rise of individual thinking, not always seeking approval of the Roman Catholic church. (This would allow Luther to teach on the “priesthood of all believers”, and that one could study the Bible on his own)

· Scholars who were studying the classics, began to place new emphasis on the Greek and Hebrew – giving rise to new understandings of the Bible – and criticism of the Roman Catholic Church

· The invention of the moveable-type printing press.  Books (and pamphlets) could be mass-produced.  Ideas circulated, and the church could not contain them as easily

3. Religious Dissatisfaction

· The power of the Church had been greatly weakened by the “Babylonian Captivity” the great schism

· The clergy was corrupt.  There was little respect for them among the people
· Calls for reformation had already been sounding in the Church – so people were familiar with the idea of reformation
4. Social-Economic Dynamics

· Feudalism was on decline – being replaced with city and town governerments

· The rising middle class began to recognize its own influence

· The lower class peasants were very restless, and were seeking ways to escape the oppression that they had experienced
· With the middle class earning more money, the resentment towards the Church’s efforts to drain them of resources was on the increase
II. The Reformation

1. Martin Luther

· Was born Nov 10, 1483, the son of a poor copper miner

· Luther had a very hard life.  He was beaten severely by both parents.  Once, he later wrote, that his mother whipped “him to a pulp” for stealing a nut

· Hans Luther wanted Martin to become a lawyer.  He earned his Masters in 1505

· On July 2, 1505, while walking home from the university, a lightning bolt struck very close.  Luther called out to St. Anne (saint of the miners), and promised to become a monk if his life was spared.

· He entered an Augustinian monastery July 17, 1505.

· Luther threw himself into monastic life.  He was greatly troubled with a profound sense of guilt, of which he could not shake.

· Luther devoted himself to fasts, long prayers, pilgrimages, and constant confession.  He confessed every sin possible so that the priest was weary of him

· Johann Staupitz, his superior, took Luther under his wing.  He recommended that he pursue academics as a way of handling his guilt

· Ordained a priest 1507, he began lecturing at the University of Wittenburg in 1508.

· From 1510 – 1520 he lectured on Psalms, Romans, Galatians & Hebrews (books that contained much anti-Roman Catholic thought)

· Around 1515, while on the toilet in Wittenburg, Luther read Romans 1:17 and came to appreciate justification by faith.
· Luther’s teaching changed.  Students packed his classroom to hear him teach, but he was not out to change anything
2. John Tetzel

· Tetzel was a Dominican friar charged with selling indulgences
· Pope Leo X was building the sisteen chapel and needed funds
· Jesus, Mary and the apostles had left the church with a “treasury lf merit” and if someone did the church a favor, they could be given an indulgence
· Soon, contributions could buy an indulgence, and forgive sin
· Tetzel was a slick salesman, and had a song like “as soon as the coin the coffer rings, a soul from purgatory doest spring!”
· Tetzel was not well-received in many German areas
· Luther was incensed by the sale of indulgences
· On Oct 31, 1517, Luther posted his 95 Thesis on the Wittenburg Church door. These were 95 arguments against the selling of indulgences
· Luther probably believed that the pope was against it too, and he did not intend to accuse the Catholic church of anything – just Tetzel
· The 95 Thesis were translated from Latin into German, and spread like wildfire.  Luther became an overnight sensation
· In two weeks the pamphlets spread through Germany, in two months they were spread over all of Europe
3. John Eck

· A Roman Catholic theologian, Eck was incensed by Luther’s arguments and went to Leipzig, Germany to engage him in 1519

· However, because a truce of sorts had been reached between Luther and Pope Leo X, Eck invited Karlstadt to a debate
· Scripturally speaking, Eck was at a loss to his opponent.  However, he was able to manipulate the argument and gain a confession from Luther stating that he sided with John Huss – a convicted heretic.
4. Diet of Worms

· Just before the Leipzig debate, Charles V was elected emporer.  The pope no longer felt he needed to keep peace with Fredrick, and so he decided to go after Luther

· The Pope issued a bull ordering all of Luther’s books be burned, and that he was to submit to Roman authority in 60 days.

· When Luther got the bull, he burned it publicly – there was no turning back now

· It was finally ordered that Luther appear before the Diet of Worms in 1521

· At the Diet, the pope hoped to have the emperor’s favor in convicting Luther.  

· Luther was granted a promise of safe travel – just like Huss

· Unknown to Luther, the soldiers who accompanied him had vowed that if Luther recanted, they would kill him

· The building was packed.  Luther appeared before the Diet.  His books and  pamphlets were laid out and he confirmed that they were his.  He was given the opportunity to recant.  Luther flinched.  He said he needed time – he was given a day

· Luther returned the following day and when asked if he recanted, responded in German, “My conscience is a prisoner of God’s Word.  I cannot and will not recant, for to disobey one’s conscience is neither just nor safe.  God help me.  Amen.”

· By burning the bull he challenged the pope.  At Worms he challenged the Empire.

· The Edict of Worms was issued.  Luther was a heretic.  Giving food or aid to Luther was illegal, and anyone could kill Luther without legal consequence

5. Frederick the Wise

· Fredrick the Wise, born 1463, was sovereign of Saxony – where Wittenburg was located

· Fredrick the Wise was not a disciple of the Protestant movement, but was favorable to Luther

· Fredrick was present at the Diet, saw Luther, and was unimpressed

· As Luther was returning home, Fredrick had Luther kidnapped and taken to Wartburg Castle, and became Squire George

· Even Fredrick did not know where he was taken

· He grew a beard and hid for about a year.  He translated the Bible into German during this time, and wrote, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

6. Wittenburg

· Back at Wittenburg (?) things were getting out of hand

· Monks and nuns were leaving monasteries and marrying one another

· Lutherans began tearing down images of saints

· Then, three layman came to Wittenburg – the Zwickau prophets – who claimed God spoke to them directly and there was no more need of scripture.

· Luther could take no more.  He left his hiding place and returned to public life in Wittenburg

7. The Ausberg Confession

· Pope Leo X died.  Pope Adrian replaced him.  The Empire then was assaulted with rebellions, wars and invaders.  Both the emperor and the pope could pay no attention to Luther

· Emperor Charles V needed a united Germany to face the Turks

· the Ausburg Confession of 1530 united the Protestants beneath their German princes

· This gave Lutherans the right to exist
· The peace accord allowed the princes of a particular region to decide if their country was Catholic or Lutheran – but no other
8. Ulrich Zwingli

· As the upheaval in Germany was taking place, a parallel movement in Zurich, Switzerland was underway.  
· Zwingli, a Roman Catholic priest, was reaching many of the same theological conclusions as Luther – by simply studying the Bible.  
· Zwingli won the favor of his local canton, and soon his ideas spread to other Swiss districts.
9. The Anabaptists

· Out of Zwingli’s faction sprang another distinct movement of Protestantism: the Anabaptists
· It was mainly spearheaded by George Blaurock and Conrad Grebel, former disciples of Zwingli.  They were very learned men who excelled in Greek and Hebrew.  They had gathered around Zwingli when he was converted (1520) so that he could teach them the classics.  They became converted under his teaching.

· During a town-hall meeting (in 1523) with Zwingli and Zurich leaders, the matter of ending the mass was discussed.  All agreed that the mass had to go.  Zwingli wanted it to end by Christmas of that year.  The leaders thought that was too soon.  Zwingli was inclined to let the leaders decide.

· George Blaurock stood up and asked that a date be set.  Zwingli said that was for the leaders to decide.  Another disciple of Zwingli stood up and said that it was up to the Bible to decide, and that is should  end immediately.

· Zwingli sided with the leaders rather than go with his convictions.  He had taught his followers to go with the Bible, but in the end he went another way.

· After this the disciples of Zwingli felt that they were sold out by him and they broke off to do their own studies.

· These men began to study on their own in around 1524.  They called themselves “The Swiss Brethren.”

· One of their conclusions of study was that water baptism should not be administered to infants.  They attempted to convince Zwingli, but he rejected it and turned against them.

· On Jan 18-19, 1525, they debated Zwingli publicly on this issue.  The town leaders decided that Zwingli won, and that any who believed in “believer baptism,” or who had rejected infant baptism, had 8 days to repent or flee.

· Rejecting infant baptism for believer-baptism they “re-baptized” themselves and their group on 21 January 1525.  This act was tantamount to signing their own death warrants.  

· Grebel (1498-1526) was very missionary minded and took his ideas to other cities.  Many were converted.

· Grebel spent his short life on the run, hiding or in prison. 

· While in prison he wrote a thesis on baptism and challenged Zwingli to a debate

· He died of the plague at age 

· Flelix manz – was second to Grebel.

· Manz was the first Anabaptist to be martyered

· It was in Manz’ home that the first “re-baptism” took place

· He did a lot of evangelism – even door to door

· He was arrested once, escaped, but was arrested three weeks later

· He was arrested with Blaurock in December, 1526, in a Grüningen forest, and sentenced to death January 5, 1527. The sentence read: “Manz shall be delivered to the executioner, who shall tie his hands, put him into a boat, take him to the lower hut, there strip his bound hands down over his knees, place a stick between his knees and arms, and thus push him into the water and let him perish in the water...” 

· As he was carried bound to the Limmat river to be drowned, he witnessed to all the bystanders, and praised God that, though he was a sinner, he had the privilege of dying for the truth. His mother followed in the crowd, continually encouraging her son to remain faithful to the Lord in this hour of temptation. His last words were (in Latin), “Into thy hands, O Lord, I commit my spirit!” (age 29)

· George Blaurock – exceeded Manz and Grebel in preaching

· Was the first to be “rebaptized”

· Was not a scholar, but more of a brute.  Would sometimes interrupt RC services and physically remove the priest

· The day Manz was drowned Blaurock was stripped to the waist, severly beaten, and banished from Zurich

· Moving from place to place he ended up in southern Germany and pastored a small Anabaptist congregation

· He was arrested in Aug. 1529 and sentenced to death

· On his way to execution (burning) he preached to the crowds (age 38)

· Michael Sattler (1490-1527)

· Was a Dominican monk but was influenced by Luther

· Became proficient in Hebrew and Greek

· Left monastery and married a nun

· In 1525 he fled Austria to Switzerland because of the non-Catholic persecution.  There, he met Anabaptists and was converted

· He eventually settled in Germany and was arrested in 1527

· He was tried and condemned.  However, it was decided that he be made a special example by extreme torture

· Part of his tongue was removed with red hot tongs

· While enroute to the place of execution, there were six stations set up where tongs were heated in fires.  There, the crowd was permitted to rip out pieces of his flesh

· He was affixed to 

· Pacifistic to a fault, these brave men and women endured some of the harshest treatment that the institutional church could devise.  They were beheaded by the emperor and burned by Roman Catholics.  The Protestants, who seemed to have forgotten what it was like to be in the crosshairs of persecution, were particularly fond of drowning them.  

· There were “Anabaptist” movements that made the movement unpopular.  These were the Zwickau Prophets who came to Wittenburg while Luther was in hiding (1522), and the Munster Episode in 1529.  

· In both cases the leaders of those movements held to many of the same doctrines as the Anabaptists did, and were associated with them.  However, they were violent people who advocated violence.

· Many Anabaptists fled to Moravia. A leader arose there, Jakob Hutter, who began a movement called the Bruderhofe.  They were later called the Hutterites.  They became known for their expertise in agriculture, surgery and handicrafts.  The government cracked down on them and they were persecuted.  Jakob and his wife were both captured and both were excecuted.

· The Hutterites are still around today – especially in Canada

· In 1530 Menno Simons, a Dutch Catholic priest, broke from the RC church and began to preach the gospel throughout Holland and northern Germany

· He joined the Anabaptist movement in 1536 and made many converts who were called Mennonites.  He did not believe in taking oaths, should not take positions where you must take an oath, should obey civil leaders as long as you did not violate scripture, baptism by pouring, footwashing, and that pacifism was an essential part of true Christianity.

· Their views often placed them in unfavorable positions in the eyes of various governments, and they were persecuted.

· In the late 1500s a Mennonite, Jakob Amman, split over the issue of discipline.

· He believed that those who disobeyed Christian law should be excommunicated, and that non-believers should be shunned. 

· His movement became known as the Amish.

10. John Calvin

· His life overlapped Luther’s, and so he might be considered a second-generation reformer.

· Unlike Luther’s conversion experience, it is difficult to footnote Calvin’s with date or details.  He was at first a humanist theologian.  He probably embraced Protestantism around 1535, and desired only to be a theologian.

· His greatest contribution to the Reformation was a systematical articulation of theological thought.  Posthumously, Calvin’s work gained momentum, and would continue to leave a wide mark into Protestant history.  His theological legacy would become known as Reformed Theology.  

· Calvin is known best today by his work on predestination – or election as the means of salvation.  He derived most of this from St Augustine

11. Henry the VIII

· At about the time Calvin was breaking from Rome, Henry VIII, King of England, was setting the stage for eventual reformation in Great Britain.  
· He was not a radical like Luther, or a great theologian like Calvin.  Instead, he was a selfish man with political designs who had grown weary of keeping his marital covenant with his first wife – Catherine of France
· When the pope hesitated to give him an annulment, Henry VIII sought the counsel of Thomas Cranmer and began to separate from Rome.  He would eventually be declared “the supreme head of the Church of England”
 by Parliament.  Over the next several decades England’s reformation would pendulum swing between Roman Catholicism and a form of Protestantism (Anglicanism) while various kings and queens throned in Great Britain.  
· In 1558 Queen Elizabeth gained the throne and finalized Britain’s Protestant direction.

III. Discussion Questions
























































































Sattler now consulted the other defendants as to the manner of the defense. Then he began, unafraid, skillfully, but modestly, to discuss each article in its turn. At first he tried to refute the charge that the Anabaptists were disobedient to the imperial mandates; for these required that the Lutheran doctrine and error should not be followed, but alone the Gospel and the Word of Christ. This the Anabaptists had done. But the mandates threatened not only Lutheran doctrine, but all deviation from the Gospel as Rome understood it; to the Catholics, the Anabaptists were merely a Lutheran sect.


On the second article Sattler admitted at once that the Anabaptists rejected the teaching of the presence of the body and blood of Christ in the communion and attempted to prove his point as Luther and Zwingli had done: Christ had gone to heaven and was seated at God's right hand. If He is in heaven, He is not in the bread and cannot be eaten. Also on the third article Sattler admitted the charge. He did not try to conceal that the Anabaptists repudiated infant baptism. The command to baptize has faith precede baptism. Baptism is merely the symbol of the covenant with Christ. On the extreme unction Sattler made a distinction between oil as a creation of God, which is good, and the pope's oil. The pope had never created anything good. The oil mentioned by Mark and James was not the pope's oil. Here Sattler had a good point, but he assumed too much on the part of the judges.


The charge that the Anabaptists despised Mary and the saints Sattler could deny with a good conscience; but he had to admit that they believed that Mary was not yet elevated, but, like all men, awaiting the judgment; they did not accept her as a mediator and intercessor. But in the eyes of the court, such an attitude was contempt. As saints Sattler would acknowledge only those who live and believe. Dead believers he called the "blessed ones."


The charge that they refused to render an oath Sattler justified with Matthew 5:34, 37. Sattler hardly found it necessary to refute the charge that the Anabaptists ate bread mingled with wine as the Lord's Supper; at least none of the accounts of the trial recorded it.


After Sattler had answered the charges against the Anabaptists in general he turned to the accusations made specifically against him. He justified his departure from the monastery with the knowledge derived from the study of the Pauline epistles, that the monastic position was an unchristian, deceptive, and dangerous one; and from his own experience of the life and conduct of the monks and priests, their show, deception, usury, and their great fornication in seducing this man's wife, that one's daughter, and the third man's maid. Paul had prophesied this in 1 Timothy 4:3.


Concerning the last point Sattler admitted that he had taught that if the Turk should come, no armed resistance should be made, for it is written, Thou shalt not kill. We should not resist any of our persecutors with the sword, but with prayer cling to God, that He may resist and defend. Sattler even admitted having said that if war were right, he would rather march against supposed Christians who persecute, capture, and kill the God-fearing. The Turk knows nothing about the Christian faith; he is a Turk according to the flesh. But you want to be considered Christians, boast of being Christ's, and still persecute His pious witnesses. You are Turks according to the spirit. To this strong admonition to the conscience of the court, Sattler added in conclusion that it was their calling to punish the wicked and protect the good. He could bear witness that the Anabaptists had done nothing contrary to God and the Gospel. Likewise the closest examination would substantiate that he and his brethren had never opposed the government by any act or word, neither in revolt or sedition nor in any other way. He demanded that experts be called and the Bible used in the original languages; a debate should be arranged. The Anabaptists were ready to be taught from the Bible. If they were proved to be in error, they would gladly bear the punishment. "But if we are not shown to be in error, I hope to God that you will accept teaching and be converted." The idea that the judges might be taught and converted by Sattler seemed so peculiar to them that they put their heads together and burst out laughing. The secretary of Ensisheim snapped at Sattler, "Yes, you rascal of a monk, should we dispute with you? Yes, the hangman shall and will dispute with you." The chairman found not a word to say in defense of the accused. Sattler did not allow himself to be disturbed and replied, "What God wills, will happen." His calm earnestness irritated the city secretary, so that he cried, "Indeed, it would be good if you had never been born, you arch-heretic; you have seduced pious people. If they would only acknowledge their error and commit themselves to mercy!" Sattler replied, "Mercy is with God." One of the other defendants said, "It is wrong to deviate from the truth." Now the wrath of the secretary reached its limit. He cried, "Yes, you desperate rascal, you arch-heretic, I say, if there were no hangman here, I would hang you myself and be doing God a good service thereby." Reublin reports that he had partly unsheathed his sword and said, "If you do not desist, I will execute you myself with this sword." Reublin probably confused a later scene with this one. 
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The Sentence and the Execution


The secretary may have felt that his poisonous attitude was making an unfavorable impression on the court, and began to speak in Latin with Sattler; this Klaus could not record, for he did not understand it. He remembered only Sattler's last word, "Judica." Now the city secretary became aware that he was playing a role that was not his. He therefore turned to Count Joachim with the words, "He will not cease this chatter today anyway. Therefore you may proceed with the sentence; I call for the decision of the court." Now Joachim asked Sattler whether he wished to ask for the verdict. Sattler replied, "You servants of God, I am not sent to judge the Word of God; we are sent to testify; but we are not for that reason removed from being judged, and we are ready to suffer and to await what God is planning to do with us. We will continue in our faith in Christ as long as we have breath until we are shown from the Scripture to be wrong."


Again the city secretary replied instead of the chairman, repeating the threat, "The hangman will instruct you and will debate with you, you arch-heretic!" Sattler replied, "I will appeal to the Scriptures." At this point the discussion was broken off. The judges withdrew to consult on the verdict. Their discussion evidently did not proceed as smoothly as the city secretary had imagined, for it lasted one and one-half hours.


The Anabaptists were then committed to the soldiers. Sattler saw himself subjected to scenes similar to those his Lord and Master had experienced. One cried to him, "When I see you get away, I will believe in you." Another seized his sword from the table, drew it, and said, "See, with this we will dispute with you." Klaus von Graveneck was horrified by all these words of contempt which were not at all fitting to the gravity of the situation; he felt that in such a situation one would have pitied the worst murderer, and here he saw innocent people tormented with no defense. Sattler's silence toward all personal insults annoyed the soldiers. One of the prisoners said, "Pearls should not be cast before the swine." Once more Sattler began to speak when someone asked him why he had not remained a lord in a monastery. It seemed incomprehensible to the man that anyone would for the sake of his faith sacrifice the haughty rank of a priest and the comfortable life of a prior in a monastery. Then Sattler answered, "According to the flesh I would have been a lord, but it is better so," and then showed from the Scriptures that his exchange was a fortunate one.


The period of painful waiting came to an end. The judges reappeared; the verdict was read. It read, ". . . Michael Sattler ... shall be committed to the executioner. The latter shall take him to the square and there first cut out his tongue, then forge him fast to a wagon and there with glowing iron tongs twice tear pieces from his body, then on the way to the site of the execution five times more as above and then burn his body to powder as an arch-heretic."
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