Church History
Lesson Five

I. Catholic Reformation (Counter-Reformation)

A. The term “Counter-Reformation” is generally used by Protestants.  However, Roman Catholics use the term Catholic Reformation, citing reform that was in place prior to Martin Luther’s impact.

B. Queen Isabella of Spain had begun a motion of reform within covenants and monasteries while Luther was still a young boy.  She had books printed to educate the clergy, and personally visited some of the places.  However, she also persecuted Jews and Muslims, and punished those would not conform to her reformation.
C. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) & The Jesuits: This order was established in order to bring about reform in the RC Church.

· Loyola was the son of a wealthy Spanish family.  He sought fame thru a military career

· In 1521 he was severely wounded in battle in now northern Spain

· During recovery he turned to reading devotional books, and later claimed to have a vision wherein Mary, the mother of Jesus, came to him.

· He became a hermit and began to study.  He reached the conclusion that Luther reached – that the RC Church needed reform.  However, Ignatius threw himself into the Church rather than break from it.

· He founded an order known as the Society of Jesus – now known as the Jesuits.  They became patterned after the military and developed a military-like devotion to the pope.

· They became the radical right arm of the pope during confrontations with Protestants, and were involved in an attempt to assassinate Queen Elizabeth in the failed “gunpowder plot.”

· They became very mission minded.  Francis Xavier became a Jesuit and a great RC missionary to over 51 countries; including India, Vietnam, Malaysia, parts of China and Japan.

D. Council of Trent (1545-1563)

· Held in 25 sessions in three main periods from 1545-1563

· Dominated by  the Jesuits, it shaped RC more than any other Council

· It condemned Protestantism, justification by faith alone (sola fide), salvation by  grace alone (sola gratia), and Scripture alone (sola scriptura)

· It reaffirmed transubstantiation, papal supremacy, the seven sacraments, the sacrifice of the mass, veneration of the saints and relics, confession, pilgrimages, and sale of indulgences

· It mandated that perish priests be better educated and papal authorities teach Roman Catholics about their faith

· Church discipline was improved and the appointment of bishops for political reasons was abolished

E. Vatican I (1869-1870) [next ecumenical council]
· A landmark decision of this council was the ruling of the “infallibility of the pope” as he speaks “ex-cathedra” – or in virtue of the office.  In 1950 the pope called upon this decision to make into doctrine the Assumption of Mary.
F. Vatican II (1962-1965)

· This council called for a change in the way the RC Church addressed the modern world.  This allowed that “religious freedom of individuals and groups must be respected … as long as the just requirements of public order are not violated.”

· The Council adjusted the liturgy, and addressed the Eastern Church and ecumenism
· The Council is probably best known for its instructions in that the Mass can be celebrated in common vernacular as Latin

II. Orthodox  Fixation &  Religious Wars (1550-1650)
A. Europe was marked by a fixation on orthodoxy

· The Catholics: in addition to responding to the themes of Protestants, they also were reacting to Jansenism (a Calvinistic approach) and Quietism (total passivity toward to God – sometimes to the disregard of others).

· The Lutherans: they were hammering out their theology regarding the presence of Christ in communion.  There were some within the Lutheran movement trying to find common ground with Catholics.

· The Calvinists (Reformed faith): In around 1603 Jacobus Arminius – a Dutch pastor and theologian at U. of Leiden – began to question Calvinism.  After his life his followers became known as Arminianism.  The Calvinists later constructed their Westminster Confession.

B. Europe was marked by  wars

· The Peace of Augsburg(1555) allowed a province in Germany to be either Catholic or Lutheran – depending upon its prince

· The Augsburg document, however, offered freedom for no one but Lutherans or Catholics – this increased friction because of Reformed faith, which was rapidly spreading in Germany
· In 1618 the Thirty Years’ War broke out.  It began a religious war with political overtones, and ended as a political war with religious overtones

· It began in Germany, mostly between Catholics and Calvinists.

· Eventually, the other enemies of Catholics (Lutherans, Danes, Swedes, and Frenchmen joined in.

· The Peace of Westphallia brought the war to a close in 1648.  It came not because Christians suddenly had a deep love rooted out of Christ for one another, but because  they  were growing indifferent to religious matters

· This left Germany in shambles – politically, culturally, and spiritually.

III. The Age of Reason (Age of Enlightenment) [1650? – 1778]
· Scholars disagree when this age began and ended.  It can rougly be said that it began around the end of the Thirty Years War.  Some put its end with the death of Voltaire (1778)

· During the Renaissance Age an interest in the sciences was reborn

· Still, theology was thought to be the “Queen of the sciences”

· After the Thirty Years’ War, people were tired of religious fighting.  Many lost interest in fighting wars of doctrinal differences.  Many began to lose interest in matters of faith.

· A new breed of scientist was born: one who no longer viewed science as under the care of the Church.

· Co-pernicus (1473-1543) was first scientist to develop solar-centured universe theory based on scientific discovery.  Some say his works began the Scientific Revolution

·  Galileo (1564-1642) further advanced Copernicus’ work.  He was ordered to recant and he spent the remainder of his life under house arrest
· Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727) considered to be the most influential man in the history of science.  He provided an awareness of gravitation holding the universe together. He was deeply religious and wrote more on religious matters than scientific ones.  He said, “Gravity explains the motions of planets, but it cannot explain who set the planets in motion.  God governs all things and knows all that is or can be done.”
· Reason and logic were heralded as the new “religion”

1. Francis Bacon (1561-1626), was an English philosopher and scientist who developed a deductive method based on rationalism.  He taught that nothing could be known based on authority alone.

2. Rene Descartes (1596-1650),French mathematician and philosopher, taught that only the evidence of reason should convince us of anything. “I think, therefore I am.”  He taught that the universe operated on mathematical principles
IV. The Rise of Deism

· In the wake of the rise of the Enlightenment – or – Age of Reason, a new way of understanding faith developed: Deism
· Europe was still religious at this time
· Deism taught that everything was controlled by natural – and unbreakable – laws
· God was the first cause of creation, but after setting things in motion, God stepped out of the picture, allowing the universe to run on its own
· Illustrated by the watchmaker idea
· The deist does NOT believe in miracles, or any other supernatural event
· Charles Darwin (1809-1882), developed the theory of Evolution.  He was a Deist.
· David Hume (1711-1776), Scottish philosopher & historian, brought an end to Deism by taking logic to its natural end: if God created but did not intervene, how do we know Him?
· Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), of Germany, considered one of the greatest philosophers of all time.  He picked up where Hume left off.  He taught that things are as we perceive them to be, and that there is no innate understanding of God.  He set aside previous arguments for the existence of God since they were designed upon a given understanding of God.  He taught that if there is a God, reason alone can never grasp or understand who He really is.  He made it nearly impossible to speak of the existence of God and the future afterlife in objective, rational terms.
The rise of Liberal Christianity
· The fall of Deism created a vacuum in Europe that was filled with skepticism, religious indifference, and atheism
· With the elevation of reason, rationalism, and a denial of the supernatural, those who believed in God began to redefine their faith
· Modernism (Liberalism) was born in Germany by theologians who did not want to place undo confidence in the Bible in light of modern science and thinking.  Theories were developed to either embrace or appear consistent with modern skepticism.  
· A reaction to liberalism developed in the United States.  This was called fundamentalism.  So named because of a meeting in Niagara Falls in 1895 developed five “fundamentals” of faith: 1) the inerrancy of Scripture 2) the divinity of Jesus, 3) the Virgin birth, 4) Jesus’ death on the cross, 5) Jesus’ physical resurrection.
· Fundamentalism received a bad image, and later changed its name to “evangelism”
V. A Return to Faith
A. The Puritans (1567-1660)

· Although England had become “Protestant”, many felt the need to” purify”  it
· They called themselves “the godly” – the term Puritan was a term of derision
· During “Bloody Mary’s” reign, many English Protestants went into exile and came in contact with Calvinist reformers
· The “Puritans” as they were called in 1668, opposed popish liturgy and vestments (clothing), priestly absolution (the priest could forgive sin), observation of saints days, the sign of the cross, kneeling in Communion, and laxity in observation of Sunday (Sabbath)
· They eventually objected to extreme fashions in dress
· Puritans were largely Calvinistic 
· Later Puritans objected to episcope leadership.  Some encouraged congregational forms of church government, while others taught a presbyterian--styled leadership.  They wanted the state church to be lead by one of these forms – not a bishop
· Out of the Puritans rose the Separatists.  They wanted the church to be separate from the state.  The Separatists became very unpopular to the English hierarchy.
· Puritans were persecuted by the Anglican Church for their beliefs
· In 1606 a group of Separatists appeared in Scrooby, England.  From this group came William Bradford, who came to America on the Mayflower  in 1620
· Another group of Separatists moved to Amsterdam but returned to England after coming under the influence of some Mennonites.  They were “re-baptized” and upon returning to England began the English Baptist Church.  These became Arminian in theology
· In 1631 a split occurred and some Baptists took on a Calvinistic theology.  These became the forerunners to the American Baptist Church.  Roger Williams migrated to America in 1631 for religious liberty.  He founded the first Baptist Church in America in 1639, in Providence, RI
· In 1603 James I became king of England. Puritans hoped he would reform the Church of England with a presbyterian form of government.  He did not do that, but did order the translation of the Bible into English – the KJV
· Charles I took the throne next.  He had no sympathy for Puritans.  Some 20,000 migrated to America during his reign (1628-1640)
· Through an English civil war, power was traded back and forth but the Church of England never lost its episcopal leadership.  Under Charles II, Puritans were considered non-conformist and many were driven from England.  John Bunyon (1628-1688) was one of the famous non-conformists of the time
B. The Quakers

· George Fox (1624-1691), English mystic and preacher.  Became disillusioned with cold orthodoxy, he claimed enlightenment could be reached through a personal, mystical experience with God

· Rather than looking for the leading of the Spirit through outward means, such as baptism and communion, he sought the Holy Spirit’s leading through the “inner light.”

· He denied the sacraments and paid clergy

· He was persecuted and imprisoned.  Fox, however, endured this with great passivity and strength of character

· In 1660 his followers began a society they called “Children of Light” or “Friends of Truth.”  They would later be called Quakers

· William Penn, founded a haven for Quakers in Pennsylvania, and defended them with his writings

C. Pietism & Philip Jakob Spener (1635-1705)

Pietism has greatly influenced the United States.  DL Moody, Billy Graham, and many other “modern” evangelics have been influenced, and influence others through this understanding of Christian living.

· A Lutheran pastor he became fed-up with the cold orthodoxy of Lutheranism which seemed only to require adherence to a code to “be Christian”

· Spener began emphasizing the need for personal conversion experience, Bible study, loving service, and a “user-friendly” style of preaching – much like we think today

· This movement began primarily out of Lutheranism in Germany, which had grown quite lifeless with its doctrinal debates and heavily theological sermons.  

· Spener led this movement among Lutherans, whose theologians were at first suspicious.  However, the movement grew and left a distinct mark in Lutheranism, as well as the Reformed (Calvinist) Church.

· The Pietist movement would influence John Wesley (Methodism) and Alexander Mack (Brethern)

· The term “pietism” was a slanderous term used by its antagonists

D. Count Nikolas von Ludwig Zinzendorf (1700-1760)
· Another highly-educated Lutheran pastor

· He was wealthy and owned a great estate.  A carpenter (David Christian) working for him shared with him the plight of some Bohemian Christians who were being persecuted for their faith.

· Zinzendorf invited them to come to his estate where he provided for them.  They established a community called “Herrnhut” (The Lord’s Watch)

· Zinzendorf became influenced by their pietism and because of his training, became their leader

· He was ordained a Lutheran priest, and introduced them to Lutheranism.  However, they eventually broke away from Lutherans because of their distinct beliefs

· The community grew but became split due to religious disagreements

· On Aug. 13, 1727, something happened that they likened to the Day of Pentecost.  The town got together, began to love one another again, and continued their growth
· They became highly focused on missions and became the first Protestants to organize world-wide missions

· They established a continuous watch of pray that ran 24 hours day/100 years

· Their stories of mission work are inspiring.  Moravians were known to sell themselves into a lifetime of slavery to reach certain islands owned by Lords who had enslaved people there.

· They became the first Protestant movement to become involved in missions on a large scale – they sent “lay-persons” not ordained clergy

· They sent missionaries to the Caribbean, North and South America, the Arctic, Africa, and the Far-East

· Their phrase is “in essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things love”

E. Jonathon Edwards (1703-1758) & The First Great Awakening

· Born in Connecticut he was home-schooled
· He began studying Latin at age 6, and by the time he entered Yale (age 13) he was fluent in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew
· Graduated Yale with highest honors at age 17
· He was converted and began preaching in a small Presbyterian church in New York City at age 18
· Next served as associate minister to his grandfather in Northampton Congregational Church in Mass.  Took over the pastor-ship when his grandfather died
· “The Great Awakening” broke out in his church 1734-44 and spread throughout Conn. 
· He was strongly Calvinistic
· Edwards was near-sighted, and would preach while glued to his manuscript.  A sweeping revival began under his preaching.  It is said that the congregation would double over in agony, holding their sides, or they would grip the church pillars for fear that the floor would open up and they would fall into hell. Others fell to the floor under great conviction.
· His most famous sermon: “Sinners in the Hand of an Angry God” – a work that preached the only thing between the average person and the punishment of hell is God’s grace – of which He could withdraw at any time
· The revival was much more than an emotional reaction.  People began to really change.  He later wrote: 
· “There was scarcely a single person in town, old or young, left unconcerned about the great things of the eternal world.  Those who wont to be the vainest, and loosest, and those who had been most disposed to think, and speak slightly of vital and experimental religion, were now generally subject to great awakenings.  And the work of conversion was carried on in a most astonishing manner, and increased more and more …”
· Died of a smallpox inoculation at age 56
F. John Wesley (1703-1791)

· Born 15th of 19 children.  His mother (Susanna) was very influential.  She had daily devotions with all of her children, and was highly disciplined.

· At age 6 he was saved from a rectory fire, and felt that God’s hand was on his life from then.

· At an early age he began reading in Greek the Church Fathers.  He also began reading Puritan writings, and saw the goal of the Christian to live in “perfection.”

· Was ordained an Anglican priest in 1728

· With his brother Charles, John organized a group given to bible study, prayer, frequent attendance to Communion and a disciplined life.  They also began visiting prisoners

· They were called “Holy Club” or “Bible Moths” or “Methodists” by those who made fun of them

· In 1736 he made a trip to Savanna, GA to convert the Indians.  The trip was a disaster.  On the way home he wrote, “I went to America to convert the Indians, but, oh, who shall convert me?”

· During the trip a violent storm threatened to sink the ship. Wesley was frightened, but was impressed by a group of Moravians who sang hymns, prayed, and were unafraid.

· Upon returning to England Wesley sought out a Moravian preacher, Peter Bohler, who explained that justification was not just a doctrine, but that salvation was a personal experience.  On May 24, 1738, while attending a bible meeting on Aldersgate Street, Wesley was listening to Luther’s preface to Romans, when he felt his heart “strangely warmed.”

· George Whitefield, a member of the Holy Club, was involved in open-air preaching, and invited Wesley to join him.  Wesley was reluctant at first, but later joined Whitefield in Bristol, England.  They preached to coal miners going and coming to work.  They began to see salvations – the Methodist revival had begun

· Wesley organized “Methodist societies” within the Anglican church to continue feeding and growing these new converts

· He had not desire to start a new denomination.  Rather, he wanted to bring renewal to the Anglican Church, much like Pietism brought renew to German Lutheranism

· After his death they separated from the Anglican Church and became an independent denomination

· The movement grew so large that lay men became preachers.  Wesley also allowed women to organize women’s meetings – this is one reason it became so popular

· England was experiencing the Industrial Revolution during this time.  The Anglican Church was not capable of handling the influx of people to the cities.  Therefore, Methodist societies embraced these people, and provided religious support and learning

· In North America, there was a westward expansion.  Methodist, Francis Asbury, had the foresight to ride the expansion, and take Methodism westward

G. George Whitefield (1714-1770)

· Is considered the “Father of Modern Mass Evangelism”

· He was educated at Oxford and was first associated with John and Charles Wesley and the Holy Club

· Ordained an Anglican deacon in 1736, and after a missionary trip to Georgia, was ordained a priest in 1738

· He was a very eloquent preacher.  He found, however, that the churches were not always open to his highly-emotional preaching, so he began to preach in the open-air to coal miners in Bristol, England – with tremendous results

· He was said to have incredible vocal strength, and reportedly could be heard one mile away

· A contemporary  actor, David Garrick, once said, “I would give a hundred guineas if I could only say ‘oh’ like Mr. Whitefield”

· Preached to multitudes in England, made 14 trips to Scotland, preached in Wales and made 7 trips to America

· In America he preached in Jonathan Edwards church and there became influenced by Calvinism – unlike Wesley

· In 1743, he split from Wesley and founded the Calvinistic Methodist Society (in Wales)
VI. Questions
A. What does “the world” see in our Christian living that might discourage them from becoming Christian?

B. What are some current reasons why Christians “splinter” from churches to form their own congregations?

C. How important do you feel it is to be “doctrinally correct?”

D. How do you define Revival?

E. What do we do when science conflicts with the Bible?
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