Lesson Five 
Understanding Israel

A. Romans 11:26: All Israel will be saved.  Who is Israel?  How do we define it?  Which of these does the Bible talk about in the end times?
1. Jacob – who became Israel
2. The descendents of Israel

3. The nation of Israel – its political enity
4. The land belonging to Israel is often referred to as “Israel.”

B. The Abrahamic Covenent
1. Gen 12:1-3 & 7 – God promises

2. Gen 13:14-18 “forever”
3. Gen 17:1-8

4. Gen 22:16-18

God promises Abraham a nation, and that all the families in the earth will be blessed “in you.”

Who can make this claim?  How much Jewish blood do you need to claim this?  Who are descendents of Abraham?
Consider the Khazar nation whose king converted to Judiasim in the Middle Ages.  His kingdom also converted and they are now Jewish.

Does one’s religion make one Jewish over blood?

How do the NT writers see this promise?  See:

a. See Matt 3:9 – how important is the Abrahamic pedigree to John?

b. John 8:33-47

c. Romans 9:3-13 – What does it mean that not all Israel are of Israel?  Look at Abraham’s children: Ishmael, Isaac, Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak & Shuah (Gen 25).  Which did God select.
d. And of Isaac’s seed, whom did God select?  Only a minority have been “the children of Abraham!”

e. Romans 2:28-29 – how does Paul define a Jew?
f. Phil. 3:3 – “we” Paul and his Gentile readers are of the circumcision

g. Gal. 3:6-9, 16-19,26-29 – The Promises of Abraham belong to the Church!!
C. The Sinaitic Covenant (Ex. 19) – here, they became a nation
D. The Davidic Covenent
E. The New Covenent
F. Wow, still more?

G. Okay, that’s enough

